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Festival artwork evolves with global mission

By Katy Niner

This winter, a group of
friends hatched an art plan.

The original mission: Seize
the creative possibility of the
Burning Man Festival in Sep-
tember. Create a large-scale,
temporary art installation in
the Black Rock Desert, expe-
rienced by more than 50,000
festivalgoers.

However, a8 soon as the
group's crentive gears began
turning, the plan evolved and
expanded.

Now, the team of Bland Hoke,
Avery Resor, Bryan Carpenter,
Hallie Sales, Steve Ruiner and
Clint Greene have a long-term
goal: Channel the installation
into educational opportunity.
Zend the solar-powered Aash-
lights used to light the sculp-
ture to children in Sierra Le-
onse. Lt them study at night by
a powerful light.

Thus, the Fluiter Thnne!
took form.

Tunnel trajectory

The tunnel’s first iteration
wis four summers ago, when
Ben Roth, Felicin Resor and
Hoke installed Ranch Bow
on Snake River Ranch. For-
ty 25-foot-tall arches, paced
apart, created a 700-foot-long
tunnel, After two months, they
dismantled the installation
and the steel became agricul-
tural fencimg.

It was a design ready for re-
wvival,

Every year, the Buming
Man Festival awards some
500,000 in art grants, A
woek before the grant dend-
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Designed for the Burning Man Festival, the Flutter Tunnel includes arches of decommissioned

mdncrrod,plmbcbomymmhleﬂmu&um

sequin prodoction, and s

fashlights,

L powered
which are bound for kids in Sierra Leone. This model resided on the Center for the Arts lawn,

line, the group pulled together
an appheation: s 100-arch,
1,000k foot-long  tunnel  meod-
eled after Ranch Bow. Though
thiy did not win a grant, the
festival did give them eight
free festival tickets. The mon-
ey that they would have spent
on tickets now pays for mate-
rial and transportation costs
{im the drve from Joackson to
Nevada, they plan to pick up
and rent the sucker rod), They
alzo seored o massive desert
gite for their sculpture,

In Teton ArtLab, & minia-
ture madel of the full scalp-
ture stretches 30 feet long, [ts
subtly snaked design makes
it possible for a person stand-
ing in the middle to see out
either end.

Far five days in the begin-
ning of July, the tenm sot up
ane-tenth-scale tunnel on the
Center for the Arta lavn, The
temporary tunnel gave visual
definition to the project,
Creative use

Beyond intrigue, the Flut-

ter Tunnel is innovative,

“It's & new way ol loking at
art,” Hoke said. The installa-
tion uses material creatively,
expanding each ingredient’s
lifr cycle, Sucker rod, decom-
mizsioned from oil rige and
rented for the tunnel arches,
will be returned for use as
fencing. Honeycombed bands
of metallic plastic, left over
from cutting out sequins,
will decorate the tunnel. The
200 solar-powered flashlights
used to illuminate the tunnel
will shine on for thousands of
howrs in Sierra Leome.

Ench component maximizes
material, For instance, sucher
rod reverts to flat even after
being bowed with tension, al-
lowing it to be rented and re-
turmed, undamaged.

As per Burning Man regula-
tions, all art installations must
be illuminated for night view-
ing. After researching light-
ing p-malbl.hl.wa. they settled

the latest, rugged model of
w]:;?)uwnred flashlight from
ight Salar, The fashlight

uses rechargeable batteries
that last 5,000 hours as com-
pared to conventional © hat-
teries used in most flnshlights
that last 15 hours. The cost
benefit ig clear: The solar Bo-
GoLight saves about $2330,
or, 999 C hatteries, acoording
o tunnel figuares,

With a plan to dangle 200
flashlights from the tun-
nel arches, the sculpture
would ultimately save about
466,000, or 199800 dispos-
able C batteries,

Most importantly to the
tunne] artists, the BoGoLight
ia socially conscious: For ev-
ery  BoGoLight purchased,
SunMight Solar donates one
fAashlight to an affilinte orga-
nization in need (BoGo stands
for Buy Ome, Give Onel. The
fashlights will live on else-
where, Hoke said.

In Africa, the Aashlight's
benefits are compounded. Ac-
cording to Mark Bent, found.
er of SunNight Solar, many
households in developing coun-
tries spend 30 percent of their

income on kerosene lighting.
Curbing kerosene or wood use
ﬂm&m the environment
- ing greenhouse gas
emissions — and public h.ealt.h
= reducing respiratory disens-
es caused by fumes and smoke.
The flashlights promote educn.
tion, allowing children to study
at night, and allow wormen and
children to walk =afely home
after sundown,

The tunnel team decided to
take the BoGo model one step
further and give the flashlight=
they buy away, a GolGo plan,

The seven nights of Burn-
ing Man will eat less than 1
percent of the flashlights' tatal
battery life.

Light site

The tunnel team originally
planned on distributing flash-
light= through Into Your Hands,
a nonprofit in maral Uganda.
However, a recent connection
with a local nonprofit offered a
way to bypass the sizeable cost
of shipping the fashlights to
Uganda. In August, InterCon-
nections 21 i hosting Ishmael
Beah, a former child saldier
from Sierra Leone and re-
nowned author, and will send
a shipping container of books
to the Schools for Salone non-
[Jnlﬂ’ll inﬁiﬁ'_‘m Leone, The tun-
nel team hopes to piggyback
on this shipment and send its
Aashlights to Sierm Leone,

Now, the artists are rising
$4,000 to buy the Aashlights
at $20 each. They've sold
600 worth of bike fAutter -
made from the sequin waste -
around the community: at the
Bike Bwap at Fitzgerald's Bi-
cyeles, the Center for the Arts,
and at art openings ot Teton
ArtLab and Lyndsay McCand-
less Contermporary.

With 8700 left to raise, the
team acorpts online donations
through Fractured Atlas, a non-
profit arts service organization
and the project’s fiscal aponsor.
Through Fractored Atlas, do-
nations are tax-deductible (to
the extent allowed by law)

To donate or learn more,
vigit www fluttertunnel.com,



